Serial No. 09/802,546 

Amendment Dated September 21, 2005 



Reply to Office Action of July 5, 2005 



Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A process of allowing a patient to have limited input 
access to their electronic medical record /the method comprising of the steps of: of form i ng 
a basic pat ie nt m e d i ca l r e cord i n a comput e r app l icat i on through e ntry of i nformat i on using 
a mach i n e ^r e adabl e qu e st i onna i r e , a scann e r, and a comput e r app li cation; 

a) providing the patient with a machine readable questionnaire concerning the 
patient's thetf medical history, thetf environment, thetf symptoms, or other pertinent 
information for answering by the patient; 

b) interfacing the machine readable card with a scanning type machine to convert 
the patient's written answers to a data stream; 

c) arranging the data stream into a defined set of data structure simulating the 
protocol structure from a party having authorization to export data to the patient's 
medical record; and 

d) sending the formatted data to an assigned location for importing into the patient's 
medical record, r e cord; 

2. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 1 . further comprising wh e r e in the 
step of forming a basic patient medical record in a computer through entry of information 
using a keyboard i s accomp li sh e d by a professional staff member. 

3. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 1 . further comprising wh e r ei n the 
step of forming a basic patient medical record i s accomplish e d by the patient in providing 
the this information by written responses on the questionnaire. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 1 wherein the st e p of provid i ng 
th e pat ie nt with a machine readable questionnaire conc e rning th ei r m e dica l h i story, the i r 
e nv i ronment, th ei r symptoms and oth e r p e rt i n e nt i nformat i on i nc l ud e s th e st e p of prov i d i ng 
th e pat ie nt w i th a m e d i ca l qu e st i onna i r e i nc l ud i ng includes questions concerning the 
systems making up the human body with designated locations for patient responses and 
is accomplished by a member of the clinical staff. Th i s qu e st i onna i r e may b e provid e d 
w i th i n the med i ca l fac ili ty or ma ile d to th e pati e nt. 

5. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 1 wherein the step of interfacing 
the machine readable card with the a scanner to conv e rt th e pat ie nt's wr i tt e n answ e rs to 
a data str e am i nc l ud e s th e st e p of i nt e rfac i ng th e mach i n e r e adab le card w i th a scanner 
type mach i ne and is accomplished by a member of the clinical staff. 

6. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 1 . further comprising the step of 
wh e r ei n th e st e p of arranging th e data str e am into a d e f i n e d s e t of data structure 
s i mu l at i ng th e protoco l from a party hav i ng authorizat i on to e xport data to the pat i ent's 
med i ca l r e cord i nc l ud e s th e st e p of th e i nvent i on converting and arranging the data stream 
to a defined set of data structures simulating the protocol of Health Level Seven (HL7). 

7. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 1 . further comprising the step of 
wh e r ei n the step of arrang i ng th e data str e am i nto a d e f i n e d set of data structur e 
s i mu l ating th e protoco l from a party having authorizat i on to e xport data to th e pat ie nt's 
m e d i ca l r e cord i nc l ud e s th e st e p of th e i nvent i on conv e rt i ng and arranging the data stream 
into to a defined s e t of data structure structur es s i mu l ating th e according to a protocol of 
ASTM (American Society for Testing and Materials). 

8. (Cancelled) 
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9. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 1 . further comprising the step of 
receiving the formatted data with an interface engine wh e r ei n th e st e p of transf e rr i ng th e 
protoco l s rrang e d data i nto th e pat ie nt's ele ctronic m e dica l r e cord hous e d in a databas e 
i nc l udes the steps of us i ng an i nt e rfac e e ngin e wh i ch r e c e iv e s th e protoco l -arrang e d data 
from th e l ocat i on sp e cif ie d by th e us e r and sending it to a the database containing the 
patient's electronic medical record. 

10. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 2 wherein the computer 
processor is a standard PC microcomputer and the keyboard is compatible with the 
computer therein. 

11. (Original) The process of claim 4 wherein the machine readable 
questionnaire is a paper answer sheet comprised of questions with designated areas for 
patient responses. 

12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Original) The process of claim 9 wherein said database is any database that 
accepts HL7 or ASTM messaging. 

14. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 6 wherein the step of arranging 
the data stream into a defined set of data structures structur e simulating the protocol from 
a party having authorization to export data into the patient's electronic medical record 
includes the step of th e app li cat i on supp lie d w i th th e i nv e nt i on accepting the data stream 
from the scanner and arranging the data stream into a defined set of data structures 
simulating the HL7 specification. 



15-16. (Cancelled) 
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1 7. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 8 wherein the computer proc e ss 
is a standard PC, with at least 32 mg megabytes of hard drive space and a processor 
capable of operating at 100 MHz speed. 
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18. (New) A method of supplementing a medical record with information 
submitted by a patient, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving from the patient a machine-readable printed form containing information 

about a health status of the patient; 
electronically scanning the printed form to convert the information to machine- 

processable data and communicate the data to a computer; 
formatting the machine-processable data with the computer so that the data is in a 

form that may be communicated to an electronic medical record that is 

personal to the patient; 
communicating the formatted data to an electronic medical record interface and 

adding the information to the patient's personal medical record; and 
presenting the information to a physician as part of the patient's personal electronic 

medical record. 

19. (New) The method as set forth in claim 18, further comprising the steps of: 
mailing the form to the patient prior to the appointment; and 

presenting the patient's electronic medical record to the physician, including the 
information from the printed form, before the patient visits the doctor to 
apprise the physician of the patient's health status in the patient's absence. 
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20. (New) A method of supplementing a medical record with information 
submitted by a patient, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving from the patient, prior to a visit with a physician, a machine-readable 
printed form filled out by the patient and containing information about a 
health status of the patient including the patient's medical history, 
environment, and symptoms; 

electronically scanning the printed form to convert the information to machine- 
processable data and to communicate the data to a computer; 

formatting the machine-processable data with the computer so that the data is in 
the form of a Health Level Seven laboratory record, wherein the laboratory 
record includes the information from the printed form and information 
identifying an electronic medical record that is personal to the patient; 

communicating the formatted data to an electronic medical record interface engine 
to automatically add the information to the patient's personal electronic 
medical record; and 

presenting the patient's personal electronic medical record to the physician during 
the patient's visit with the physician, wherein the electronic medical record 
includes the information from the printed form. 



21 . (New) The method as set forth in claim 19, further comprising the steps of: 

mailing the form to the patient prior to the appointment; and 

presenting the patient's electronic medical record to the physician, including the 

information from the printed form, prior to the visit to inform the physician of 

the patient's health status. 



